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Abstract

Children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) are at a high
risk for multiple neurologic conditions, including epilepsy,
sleep disturbances, and motor dysfunction. Clinicians should
screen for these comorbidities because they are conditions
that may have severe health consequences if left untreated.
Addressing these problems can improve patients’ daily
functioning and even possibly their autistic symptomatology.
These neurologic conditions are also interesting given their
potential ability to shed light on the pathophysiology of ASD.
This chapter discusses these neurologic comorbidities and
their consequences, and it details some of the controversies
in the field. It also describes the appropriate workup and
initial treatment strategies for these comorbidities. Lastly,
this chapter provides a brief description of the basic science
research being conducted to investigate the association
between these neurologic conditions and ASD.

Keywords: Epilepsy, insomnia, sleep disorders, gait
disturbances, motor problems

Subject: Psychiatry

Series: Primeron


https://academic.oup.com/search-results?f_Authors=Christopher%20McDougle
https://doi.org/10.1093/med/9780199349722.001.0001
https://academic.oup.com/book/24602
https://doi.org/10.1093/med/9780199349722.003.0007
https://academic.oup.com/search-results?qb=%7b%22Keywords1%22:%22Epilepsy%22%7d
https://academic.oup.com/search-results?qb=%7b%22Keywords1%22:%22insomnia%22%7d
https://academic.oup.com/search-results?qb=%7b%22Keywords1%22:%22sleep+disorders%22%7d
https://academic.oup.com/search-results?qb=%7b%22Keywords1%22:%22gait+disturbances%22%7d
https://academic.oup.com/search-results?qb=%7b%22Keywords1%22:%22motor+problems%22%7d
https://academic.oup.com/search-results?page=1&tax=AcademicSubjects/MED00800
https://academic.oup.com/search-results?taxWithOr=Series/85&page=1
javascript:;
javascript:;

Collection: Oxford Medicine Online

Signin

Personal account

* Signin with email/username &
password

®* Getemail alerts
e Save searches
® Purchase content

® Activate your purchase/trial
code

* Addyour ORCID iD

Register

Purchase

O Get help with access

Institutional access

Sign in with a library card
Sign in with username/password

Recommend to your librarian

Institutional account
management

Sign in as administrator

Our books are available by subscription or purchase to libraries and

institutions.

Purchasing information


javascript:;
javascript:;
https://academic.oup.com/my-account/register?siteId=191&returnUrl=http%3a%2f%2facademic.oup.com%2fbook%2f24602%2fchapter-abstract%2f187885728%3fredirectedFrom%3dfulltext
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://academic.oup.com/pages/get-help-with-access/recommend-to-your-librarian?title=Autism%20Spectrum%20Disorder&printISBN=9780199349722
javascript:
https://academic.oup.com/pages/purchasing/institutional-books-products
https://academic.oup.com/oxford-medicine-online
https://global.oup.com/cookiepolicy/?cc=gb

